
Metro Vancouver Integrated Response

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT



Metro Vancouver is a partnership of 21 municipalities, one 
electoral area, and one treaty First Nation.

About half the population of BC.

ABOUT US



Three main roles:

ïProviding core services to the region:

ÅDrinking water

ÅSewerage & drainage

ÅSolid waste

ïLocal Government for Electoral Area A

ïPolitical forum for discussion of issues at the 
regional level

ABOUT US



Key responsibilities in an Emergency:

ÅRestore critical utility services

ÅElectoral Area emergency management

EMERGENCIES



ÅEmergency Management Plans

ÅEmergency Response Plans

ÅStandard Operating Procedures

ÅHazard Specific Emergency Plans

E.g. Spring Freshet, Interface Fire, etc.

ALL Plans follow the BCEMS model

PLANNING FOR THE WORST CASE



ÅWater

ÅSewer

ÅSolid Waste

UTILITY FUNCTIONS



WATER SUPPLY



SEWER SYSTEM



Burnaby 2015

WATERMAIN REPAIRS



2011 ¢ǁƘƻƪǳearthquake

EARTHQUAKE LIQUEFACTION



WILDLAND FIRES

Burns Bog Wildfire 2005



Using an Integrated Concept of Operations:

ÅStrategic Issues at CAO level
ïWater rationing, restoration priorities, etc.

ÅOperational Issues between MV and 
member municipalities
ïRepair priorities, resource sharing, etc.

ÅMutual Aid
ïWildland Fire Response, Emergency Support 

Services, etc

COMMUNICATIONS



Unincorporated areas of the region:

ïIndian Arm

ïPitt Lake

ïBowyer & Passage Islands

ïBarnston Island

ïHowe Sound Communities

ïPoint Grey (UBC and UEL)

ELECTORAL AREA A



ELECTORAL AREA A



ÅThe Point Grey area has a daytime population 
approaching 100,000 when UBC is in session

ÅSteep Terrain along Howe Sound

ÅFraser River Floodplain

ÅNo Roads to Pitt Lake or Indian Arm

ÅIslands with no ferry service

ÅExpectation that residents have same services 
as a municipality, without tax base to fund 
them.

UNIQUE CHALLENGES



ÅNoRoadAccess

ÅLimitedPhoneService

Pitt lake Boat LaunchSeasonal Residences

INDIAN ARM & PITT LAKE

Å SteepSlopes
Å HighRecreationalUse



Passage Island

ÅWater Access Only

ÅRough Seas

ÅHigh Wildfire Risk

Bowyer Island

BOWYER & PASSAGE ISLANDS



ÅSmall Ferry Access

ÅHigh Water Flows

ÅFarm Animals

ÅBelow Flood Level

ÅKatzieFirstNation

Great Wall of Katzie 2012 MV Incident Command Post 2007

BARNSTON ISLAND



ÅBC Largest University

ÅHigh Property Values

ÅHigh Wildfire Risk

ÅUnstable sand cliffs

Agronomy Road Fire

POINT GREY



ÅSteep Terrain

ÅDebris Torrents

ÅInterface Fires

ÅHigh Rainfall

ÅSingle Road Access

ÅDangerous Goods

Charles CreekPorteauRockslide

HOWE SOUND COMMUNITIES


